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I see many metaphors in the majestic linden 
tree planted at the end of J. Robert Oppen-
heimer’s Directorship. “Tree of knowledge” 
is merely the most obvious. With its branches 
soaring for sunlight from the center of our 
campus in every available direction, it represents 
as well the Institute’s commitment to discovery 
across diverse disciplines and questions. As we 
approach our second century its stature evokes 
the persistence through time that is a prereq-
uisite of a venerable institution. And its biology 
raises deep questions that in some ways apply to 

all enduring greatness. Among them: how does 
a long-lived organism, with genetics established 
in the distant past, keep pace with an always 
changing environment filled with rapidly evolving 
creatures of much shorter span? 

This report focuses on the last: on the many 
ways in which the Institute has always been 
changing in order to stay the same—an institu-
tion committed to serving the world as a haven 
for fundamental discovery and the free testing of 
ideas, without borders of nation or boundaries of 
ideology. And it focuses on another fundamental 

feature of every monumental tree and every 
great institution: its dependence on the support 
and participation of a community. 

We are just beginning to understand how a 
tree is nourished (one might say co-created) by 
a vastly complex biome, both beneath the earth 
and above it. But we have long known—for as 
long as we have written record—of the impor-
tance of philanthropy for the nourishment of 
human institutions. This report is a monument to 
your generosity, and a testament to the capacity 
of philanthropy to nourish discovery. 

D I R E C T O R ’ S  M E S S AG E

Nourishing Discovery
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A COMMITMENT
TO DISCOVERY
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Most renowned for generating world-leading theoretical research, the 
Institute for Advanced Study is fundamentally characterized by one other 
defining feature: its commitment to unrestricted freedom of intellectual 
pursuit. By unburdening its scholars from considering the immediate  
applications of their work and supporting them to develop knowledge that 
may seem, at least initially, to have no obvious utility, significant advance-
ments and innovations in various fields will naturally flourish. 

Building an institute in service of this mission was the vision of 
founding IAS Director Abraham Flexner (1930-39), who famously referenced 
James Clerk Maxwell’s “abstruse and remote calculations in the field of 
magnetism and electricity” to capture the essence of the place he hoped 
to develop. Maxwell's calculations, while seemingly esoteric, ended up 
leading to the development of the radio. Now, nearly 100 years after 
Flexner’s Institute (metaphorically) opened its doors, we can reflect on how 
IAS has supported discoveries of precisely Maxwell’s ilk, discoveries that 
have made unexpected but meaningful impacts.

In a letter to founding IAS Faculty member John von Neumann (1933-55), 
Kurt Gödel, Professor in the School of Mathematics (1953–78), presented 
his colleague with a mathematical problem concerning “the mental work 
of a mathematician concerning Yes-or-No questions” and whether these 
types of mathematical proofs could be computationally automated. Today, 
this question is known as the P versus NP problem. It has had wide-ranging 
implications, likely unforeseen by Gödel: the cryptographic tools upon 
which our online life is built depend upon the answer. His line of questioning 
underpins not only the computers that we use on a daily basis, but continues 

Left | John von Neumann, leader of the  
Electronic Computer Project, stands in 
front of the computer.

Top | James Pomerene, Julian Bigelow, 
and Herman Goldstine in front of the 
computer.

Middle | J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
of the Institute for Advanced Study, and 
John von Neumann stand together in 
front of the computer.

Bottom | Leon Harmon working at the 
computer from the Electronic Computer 
Project.
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to drive discovery at the Institute. Avi Wigderson, Herbert H. Maass Profes-
sor in the School of Mathematics, has built on the foundation laid by Gödel 
by exploring the role of randomness in computation, developing theories that 
have significant implications for modern cryptography.

John von Neumann is himself responsible for one of the Institute’s most 
impactful efforts. Stored in the basement of Fuld Hall was his Electronic 
Computer Project (ECP), one of the most successful experiments in early 
computing. Initially constructed for general-purpose algorithms, the project 
eventually developed into a concern with weather prediction. As a result, in 
addition to forming the mathematical basis for modern computing software, 
it also produced one of the first major models of the world’s climate. As climate 
change has become more and more pressing, the types of computer models 
developed by the ECP have informed both scientific and policy questions. 

Though many of these historic developments in the field of computer 
science were not envisioned by Gödel, von Neumann, or their Institute, 
their work nonetheless laid the bedrock for future generations of theore-
ticians based at IAS and beyond, and also for the technologies that power 
our everyday lives. 

Such discoveries, with all their latent potential, are most readily 
achieved when scholars are not inhibited by borders or by dogmas, and 
when institutions nourish both the collaboration and the independence 
needed for profound discovery in an ever-more specialized world. Although 
the campus has changed much since his death in 1959, the Institute for 
Advanced Study’s enduring commitment to these ideals would make it still 
recognizable to Flexner to this day. 

Top | John von Neumann and guests 
examine the computer. 

Bottom | Staff members of the Electronic 
Computer Project, including Lambert 
Rockefellow, Elizabeth C. Wooden,  
Norma Gilbarg, Hedvig Selberg, Frank  
E. Fell, Hewitt Crane, Richard W. Melville, 

Ephraim H. Frei, Margaret Lambe, Peter 
Panagos, Gordon Kent, Norman Phillips, 
Herman Goldstine, James Pomerene, 
Julian Bigelow, and Gerald Estrin.

Right | Norman Phillips next to the 
computer.
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The Institute for Advanced Study is both a convener of great minds 
and a disseminator of knowledge. As an academic community primarily 
composed of visiting scholars, the ideas cultivated on campus are not  
restricted to a single place and time. The Members of IAS—from  
post-docs to visiting professors—ensure an environment of constant  
renewal. Their paths, to and from IAS, represent links in a global  
network of discovery.

It takes a village to bring the world’s capacity for discovery together.  
Our scholars arrive from some 40 countries a year, speaking in dozens 
of languages and disciplines, with families and needs as varied as their 

background. They return to their communities carrying with them fresh 
perspectives on their research questions and enduring collaborations 
forged during their time on campus, each steeped in the Institute’s 
unique approach to discovery. The value of the foundational research 
conducted across all four Schools is wide-reaching. 

Astrophysicist Tracy Slatyer conducted research at IAS as a Member 
(2010–13) and Junior Visiting Professor (2018–19) in the School of Natural 
Sciences. Her contributions to particle astrophysics, understanding the 
nature of dark matter, and her co-discovery of giant gamma-ray structures 

                      NOURISHING 
   THE GLOBAL

            INTELLECT



7

at the center of the galaxy were recognized with the 2021 New Horizons 
in Physics Prize by the Breakthrough Prize Foundation. She currently 
serves as a tenured Professor in the MIT Physics Department and was 
awarded a 2024 Guggenheim Fellowship and appointed a 2024–25 
fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study. 

Ronan Eldan, Visitor (2021) and von Neumann Fellow (2021–22) in 
the School of Mathematics, is currently a Senior Principal Researcher in 
the Machine Learning Foundations group at Microsoft. In 2023, Eldan 
and a collaborator introduced a novel technique for removing specific 
content from large language models (LLMs) without retraining them from 
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scratch. To show how his technique works in practice, Eldan trained 
his LLM to “unlearn” the Harry Potter books. This was a significant 
breakthrough: the paper is the first to present an effective method for 
unlearning in generative language models, providing a solution that 
is both time-efficient and minimally disruptive to the model's overall 
performance. His work may go some way to addressing legal and ethical 
issues faced by developers and users of LLM models, along with original 
authors and publishers. 

The research of Cord Whitaker, Friends of the Institute for Advanced 
Study Member (2019–20) in the School of Historical Studies, has 

significantly impacted the study of the Middle Ages, particularly in the 
contexts of race and racism. His work constituted a paradigm shift in his 
discipline, showing readers the value of the Middle Ages to the work of 
racial justice through highlighting how medieval literature and rhetorical 
practices contributed to the development of race as a concept, influencing  
modern racial ideologies. As an Associate Professor in the Department 
of English and Creative Writing at Wellesley, Whitaker continues to shine 
light on Black and African American medievalism, religious and cultural 
conflict in the Middle Ages, and the modern literary and political uses  
of medievalism.
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The founding of the Institute for Advanced Study in 1930 has 
profoundly influenced the establishment of similar research 
institutions worldwide, ten of which are members of the Some 
Institutes for Advanced Study (SIAS) consortium. Each promotes 
a model centered on intellectual freedom, interdisciplinary 
collaboration, and a commitment to the highest standards  
of scholarship.

Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study | South Africa
The Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study (STIAS), is the 
first SIAS member founded in Africa. Located on part of the 
historic Mostertsdrift, it aims to pursue sustainable strategies  
to combat global challenges, specifically those affecting Africa.

Nantes Institute for Advanced Study | France
Another member of SIAS, NIAS brings together researchers in 
the humanities and social sciences, especially from developing 
countries. It places special emphasis on an intense North-South 
dialogue, welcoming a broad range of research topics and 
disciplines.

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies | Ireland
The Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies (DIAS), which describes 
itself as the world’s second such institution in reference to the 
Institute for Advanced Study, attracts scholars from three disci-
plines: Celtic studies, theoretical physics, and cosmic physics.

Tsung-Dao Lee Institute | China
TDLI was proposed by Tsung-Dao Lee, Member (1951–53, 
1957–58) and Faculty (1960–92) in the IAS School of Mathematics 
/Natural Sciences. Frank Wilczek, Member (1977–78) and Faculty 
(1989– 2000) in the IAS School of Natural Sciences, served 
as the founding director of TDLI, which focuses on advancing 
research in physics and astronomy.

Hamburg Institute for Advanced Study | Germany
Officially opening its doors in 2020, HIAS is modeled directly 
after the Institute for Advanced Study. It welcomes up to 20 
scientists and artists per year to work on projects of their own 
choice while simultaneously maintaining a strong focus on the 
Hamburg public.

Lindsey Cameron, Member (2023–24) in the School of Social 
Science, came to IAS from the University of Pennsylvania, where she 
serves as an Assistant Professor of Management and Sociology at the 
Wharton School. Cameron’s time at IAS was dedicated to her multi- 
national comparative ethnography book project, which considers how 
algorithmic management reconfigures work in the gig economy. During 
her IAS Membership, and drawing on her wide-ranging eight-year study 
of ride-hail work, Cameron testified as an expert witness in a legal case 
in Massachusetts, the settlement of which established a landmark hourly 
minimum wage for ride-hailing drivers in the state. 
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 David Young Kim,Felix Gilbert 
Member (2023–24) in the School of 
Historical Studies, came to IAS from 
the University of Pennsylvania. Kim 
uses cross-cultural and multilingual 
scholarship to bridge geographical 
barriers in art history. Drawing 
from his background as the son of 
Northern Korean emigrants to Brazil, 
Kim examines art historiography 
through a global perspective.

 María Bárbara Zepeda Cortés, 
John Elliott Member in the School 
of Historical Studies (2023–24), 
hails from Michoacán, Mexico. 
Her research focuses on reformist 
movements and the Spanish  
Enlightenment. At IAS, she is 
working on a biography of José 
de Gálvez, an eighteenth-century 
Spanish statesman known for 
implementing transformative 
reforms with worldwide impact.

João Jose Reis, Member 
(2023–24) in the School of 
Historical Studies, specializes in 
the history of slavery in Brazil, 
focusing on urban slavery and the 
biographies of ex-slaves, among 
other themes. Reis, who is Brazilian 
himself, was honored with the 
2019 Lifetime Work award by 
the Brazilian Academy of Letters 
and the 2010 Order of National 
Scientific Merit from Brazil’s Ministry 
of Science & Technology.

Maryna Viazovska, Member 
(2023) in the School of Mathemat-
ics, was born in Kyiv, Ukraine. She  
is known for her groundbreaking 
work in sphere packing, for which 
she was awarded the Fields Medal 
in 2022, making her one of only 
two women to receive this honor.

A geophysicist interested in the 
properties and processes of Earth’s  
deep interior, Frederik J. 
Simons, Member (2023–24) in the 
School of Natural Sciences, brings 
an unusual set of perspectives to 
the Institute. Simons, who hails from 
Belgium, develops statistical and 
mathematical techniques for the 
analysis of remotely sensed data A
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that have led to cross-fertilization 
between astrophysics, cosmology, 
planetary science, and geophysics.

 Toni Mikael Annala, Member 
(2022–24) in the School of Math-
ematics, investigates foundational 
questions in the intersection of 
algebraic geometry and homotopy 
theory. In particular, together with 
Ryomei Iwasa and Marc Hoyois, he 
has been developing the theory 
of motivic homotopy theory in the 
absence of homotopy invariance. 

Annala joined the Institute from 
his homeland of Finland, where 

he held a post-doctoral position 
after completing his doctorate at 
the University of British Columbia. 
There, he was awarded the 2023 
Canadian Mathematical Society’s 
Blair Spearman Doctoral Prize for 
his exceptional contributions to 
algebraic cobordism.

 Yonatan Binyam, Research 
Associate and Director’s Visitor 
(2022–24), was born in Ethiopia 
and immigrated to the United States 
at the age of ten. His experience 
of growing up with the ambiguities 
inherent in his Ethiopian-American 

identity continue to animate his 
research interests in the historical 
formations of social identities. At 
IAS, Binyam explored the problem 
of racism and antisemitism as 
analytic categories in studies of the 
ancient Greek and Roman worlds. 

 Muni Zhou, Bezos Member 
(2022–24) in the School of Natural 
Sciences, grew up in Shenzhen, 
China, a city, in her words, “known 

for its rapid development and 
visionary spirit,” and began her 
journey into plasma physics in the 
beautiful city of Hangzhou. She 
uses a combination of analytical 
calculations and numerical tools to 
investigate the role of multi-scale 
plasma processes in a range of 
space and astrophysical systems.

 Kalyani Kansal, Member 
(2023– 24) in the School of 
Mathematics, originally was a 
research fellow in neuropsychiatry, 
having completed medical school 
in India. However, she later became 
fascinated with the patterns that 

can be found in math. Now 
she studies the Langlands 

program and moduli stacks of 
Galois representations. 

Australian-born Member (2023–24) 
in the School of Social Science,  

Penelope Deutscher, specializes 
in twentieth-century and contem-
porary French philosophy and the 
philosophy of gender. At IAS, she 
worked on developing a post-Roe 
vocabulary for reproductive rights 
that builds upon and critiques the 
ideas of French philosopher Michel 
Foucault. 

10
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The new AI Democracy Projects, co-founded by Alondra Nelson, 
Harold F. Linder Professor in the School of Social Science, engaged 
state and local election officials, journalists, and AI and election 
experts in some of the first testing and publicly available results of 
leading AI models’ safety regarding election information.

The field-shaping work of Caroline Walker Bynum, Professor 
Emerita in the School of Historical Studies, and her significant impact 
on historical scholarship well beyond her areas of specialization, has 
been celebrated in a symposium published in the January 2024 issue 
of the journal Common Knowledge.

Alondra Nelson

Avi Wigderson

Shaping 
the Field, 
Shaping 
the Future

Caroline Walker Bynum
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Nicola Di Cosmo, Luce Foundation Professor in East Asian 
Studies in the School of Historical Studies, and an interdisciplinary 
group of historians, climatologists, and archeologists developed 
a new tool, called the “dahliagram,” to explore how past climate 
variability contributed to human migrations and other forms of 
population movement.

Peter Sarnak, while serving as the Gopal Prasad Professor in 
the School of Mathematics, was awarded the 2024 Shaw Prize in 
Mathematics for his “development of the arithmetic theory of thin 
groups and the affine sieve, by bringing together number theory, 
analysis, combinatorics, dynamics, geometry, and spectral theory.”

Avi Wigderson, Herbert H. Maass Professor in the School 
of Mathematics, was named by the Association for Computing 
Machinery (ACM) as the recipient of the 2023 ACM A.M. Turing 
Award, often referred to as the “Nobel Prize of Computing.”

The European Research Council awarded a Synergy Grant of €10 
million to a project led by Nima Arkani-Hamed, now Gopal 
Prasad in the School of Natural Sciences, which includes past IAS 
Members. The team aims to create a new mathematical language 
to describe physical phenomena on all scales.

After the COVID-19 pandemic saw public health erupt into the world’s 
consciousness, Didier Fassin, James D. Wolfensohn Professor in the 
School of Social Science, gave a series of lectures at the Collège de 
France in Paris, proposing a new analysis of the moral and political 
issues at stake in the practice of public health. The lectures were 
published by Polity Press in a book titled The Worlds of Public Health: 
Anthropological Excursions. 

Didier Fassin

Nima Arkani-Hamed

Peter Sarnak

Nicola Di Cosmo
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In the fall of 2023, a walk through the Historical Studies - Social 
Science Library’s extensive corridor of books would have brought 
you into the orbit of Emily Hayes, who was at the time a Visitor
in the School of Historical Studies. Hayes found the quiet calm 
of the library to be the ideal setting for continuing work on her 
upcoming book.

Hayes, a Research Associate and Associate Lecturer in the 
School of Law and Social Sciences at Oxford Brookes University, 
describes herself as “an anthropologically-minded historical  
geographer of knowledge and science.” She is working on a 
manuscript that delves into the intriguing interplay between 

the “magic lantern” and the development of British geography 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The magic 
lantern, also known as lanterna magica, is an early type of image 
projector. It uses paintings, prints, or photographs on transparent 
glass plates to display larger images on a screen or wall. First 
developed in the seventeenth century, the lantern went on to 
become popular for educational and entertainment purposes. 
Hayes’s extensive research on magic lanterns, stemming from  
her Ph.D. work with the University of Exeter and the Royal 
Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers 
(RGS-IBG), aims to present this enchanting technology not just 

Unexpected 
Encounters
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as a set of lenses, mirrors, and slides, but as a tool that 
fundamentally shaped scientific ideas, concepts, and 
communities of its era. “We’re realizing just how pervasive 
and important the magic lantern was in shaping ideas  
and concepts and communities, and in bringing together 
other new diverse audiences and knowledge makers,” 
states Hayes.

The fundamental paradigm shifts within the natural 
sciences in the late nineteenth century—and subsequent 
professionalizing of disciplines like geography, chemistry, 
and physics—are a feature of Hayes’s work. Where once  

geography education consisted of 
maps and atlases, and a long list of names 
to be learned by rote, the professional-
izing practice of geography sought, in 
Hayes’s words, to place the Earth 
within the broader “cosmological 
sphere of planets and the solar 
system,” incorporating the 
study of dynamic cosmic 
concepts alongside 
basic topographical 
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features. The magic lantern contributed to this shift: popular 
lectures on our solar system used such lanterns to demonstrate 
a visible “scalar shift,” zooming out to show Earth in a new 
reference frame within the wider cosmos. These shifts in the 
understanding of space and time (and even space-time, a term 
coined in 1908) are all part of Hayes’s transdisciplinary view of 
geography.

As Hayes engrossed herself in a world where geography and 
physics merge, she came across a tangible symbol of precisely 
this interconnectedness—Albert Einstein’s globe, displayed at the 
entrance of the Historical Studies - Social Science Library. The 

delicate papier mâché globe originally lived in Einstein’s home 
study at 112 Mercer Street and is now cared for by the Institute’s 
Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center. For Hayes, who had 
an existing interest in Einstein, this “exciting” encounter motivated 
her to delve deeper into research on the founding IAS faculty 
member. “I've read more about his life overall, his time at school, 
and then in Zurich at the Polytechnic and his travels, and then his 
later works as well,” Hayes shares. “It's been incredibly rewarding 
and it's really thanks to crossing paths with the globe.”

Her further work on Einstein saw the globe become a symbol 
of how the new perspectives on space, time, and science that 
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were developed in the late nineteenth century—and proliferated 
through the use of technologies such as the magic lantern—im-
pacted his thinking. “As a boy, he read Alexander von Humboldt’s 
Cosmos,” she explains. Cosmos, which was published in five 
volumes between 1845–62, “not only gives a broad overview of 
the universe, discussing celestial bodies such as the Milky Way, 
cosmic nebulae, and planets, but also covers physical geography 
on Earth: climate, volcanoes, and the interrelationships among 
plants, animals, and humans.” Through this work, Humboldt 
presents the world as an interconnected whole, emphasizing the 
unity in the diversity of all natural phenomena. Hayes believes 

that Einstein’s youthful exposure to these ideas was formative for 
his later breakthroughs, such as general relativity. The “physics 
teaching that he received either in Zurich or later on in life were 
obviously integral, but I think what we see when you look at the 
picture of his life overall and his works is somebody who had a 
strong historical geographical imagination.” Einstein’s globe is a 
physical reminder of his impactful cross-disciplinary knowledge— 
a symbol of the broad, and sometimes unexpected, range of 
influences that feed into a major discovery. 
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“The Institute for Advanced Study and the first School of American Ballet 
were both products of great geopolitical and cultural spasms that trans-
formed the possibilities for all the arts and sciences,” notes David Nirenberg, 
Director and Leon Levy Professor, as he gave opening remarks for his 
conversation with dance historian Jennifer Homans and Artistic Director  
of the San Francisco Ballet Tamara Rojo. He continues, “We, too, are  
living in a moment of transformation. Of geopolitical fragmentation. 
Of technological challenges to the social, political, and economic orders 
of the present.”

D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O N V E R S A T I O N  PRESSURES
and TRANSFORMATIONS



19

This conversation between Nirenberg, Homans, and Rojo was one of 
a series, held between the Director and invited guests, meant to explore 
the pressures on various cultural forms—like ballet, opera, or the modern 
university—and the way those those forms of culture are adapting to the 
emerging future. Through this series, the Institute has been privileged 
to play host to museum directors and biographers, dancers and scholars  
alike as they consider what it means for arts and sciences to grow and 
change while continuing to cultivate the values and characteristics inherent 
to their forms. 

“We, too, are living in a moment 
of transformation.” 
— David Nirenberg, Director and Leon Levy Professor

Director’s Conversations
Scan to watch the 
full playlist of Director’s 
Conversations on 
YouTube.
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OPPENHEIMER’S
LEGACY
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When J. Robert Oppenheimer, Institute Director 
1947–66, addressed the American Institute of 
Architects in the June 1960 issues of the AIA 
Journal, he was particularly concerned with the 
growth of science. Science, on the one hand, had 
“increased knowledge, understanding, insight 
into nature, and, increasingly, slowly into our-
selves as a part of that nature,” and, on the other 
hand, was “the power, the skill, the ingenuity to 
apply this knowledge to practical ends.” 

The theme of this address iwas technological 
horizons, which, for Oppenheimer, were charac-
terized by the growth of this “double-science” 
which had produced “an interlocking explosion 
of new knowledge, new technology, of economic 
growth, each feeding back to the other, each 
enriching the other.” Oppenheimer saw this 
technological horizon characterized by the 
continued specialized devotion of scientists to 
their particular field.

But, while this new age had created numer-
ous new opportunities, it had also created new 
problems: “it has brought lesions to our society,” 
Oppenheimer stated. Perhaps it might seem odd 
for a physicist to be addressing a group of archi-
tects, but this technological horizon Oppenheimer 
envisioned went far beyond the specialized world 
of the scientist.

This world of opportunity and problems 
necessitated “enormous synapses of communi-
cation” between the various sciences, between 
the sciences and the fine arts, and between all of 
these fields and the general public. He expressed, 
“I have in mind a common culture where we talk 
to each other, not just about the facts of nature 
which we can test and verify and disprove and 
find wrong and correct and refine, but about the 
nature of human predicament, about the nature 
of man, about law, about the good and bad, about 
morality, about political virtue.”

At the Institute, Oppenheimer's legacy thrives. 
As a community continually in conversation, scholars 
here, in Oppenheimer's words, "check up on 
each other, do what another did, find what another 
found, and decide whether it is right or wrong.” 

OPPENHEIMER’S
LEGACY
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When Rubenstein Commons officially opened 
its doors in May 2023, the Institute gained a 
nexus of flexible gathering spaces designed to 
not only support enhanced communication and 
collaboration among scholars, but also to pro-
vide a social hub for the wider IAS community. 
Conceived as a “social condenser,” Rubenstein 
Commons has become a center for campus life, 
hosting events from Mathematical Conversations, 
workshops, and book talks to Happy Hours, live 
music performances, and trivia nights. Just as 
the Commons’s halls have served as a gathering 
space for the scholars from across the globe 
who have visited IAS to attend major meetings of 
minds—like the 2024 Amplitudes conference—
informal interactions have also flourished there. 

Members of all four IAS Schools meet at the 
slate blackboards or in the comfortable lounge 
to exchange ideas, as well as to celebrate events 
like the World Cup and the Academy Awards 
ceremony. Like CERN’s Large Hadron Collider, 
with its 27-kilometer ring of superconducting 
magnets, Rubenstein Commons’s 17,175-square-
feet of unscripted spaces act as a collider, enabling 
unexpected collaboration and supporting the 
Institute’s enduring commitment to nourishing 
discovery in all its forms. 

Designed to not only support enhanced communication  
and collaboration among scholars, but also to provide 
a social hub for the wider IAS community.

Commons
                as Collider
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Top | February 2024 saw Tadashi Tokieda of Stanford University take over the 
Rubenstein café for a presentation that infused mathematics with magic. He utilized 
everyday objects from wooden spoons to strips of paper to highlight unique 
mathematical surprises.

Left | In March 2024, the Rubenstein Commons living room hosted a special pop-up 
concert at teatime. ensemble132, an American collective of soloists and chamber 
musicians of the highest caliber, excited scholars’ imaginations with a genre-defying 
program.

Right | Scholars from the School of Social Science gathered in the Rubenstein 
Commons meeting rooms on a weekly basis for their theme year seminars. In October 
2023, UPS Foundation Professor Wendy Brown spoke to a packed audience on the 
subject of “#NoCopCity and Reparative Democracy.”
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Bridging the Gap
Between Science  
 and Society

In July 2023, the Institute’s newest campus building 
played host to an equally novel workshop, one which 
brought together a group of aspiring and early-career 
science journalists to hone their craft at IAS.

With its rich history of producing groundbreaking 
research and the ongoing foundational contributions 
of its scholars, the Institute is a veritable playground 
for science journalists seeking out an inspiring story. 
However, the relationship between the Institute and 
the media is distinctly symbiotic: science journalism 
offers significant benefits to IAS scholarship as well. 
In a world where science, innovation, and technology 
increasingly impact our daily lives, it is crucial for the 
latest developments to be accessible and understand-
able to the average citizen. This enables both science 
and the society in which it is intimately embedded 
to flourish. Science journalists play a vital role in the 
global dissemination of this scholarship, generated at 
institutions such as IAS. 

To help a new generation of science journalists to 
take flight, Natalie Wolchover from Quanta Magazine 
and Siobhan Roberts, a frequent IAS Director’s Visitor 

and New York Times 
contributor, convened 
the workshop to provide 
their attendees with, in 
Wolchover’s words, “the crucial 
knowledge” necessary to secure success in  
the profession. 

“As with most endeavors, success in science 
journalism mostly comes down to talent and practice,” 
said Wolchover. “But there’s some crucial knowledge 
you need to add to the mix as well. So, the goal of the 
program was to provide a cohort of gifted, passionate 
up-and-coming science journalists with the basic training 
needed to do the job, all in the span of one week.”

The 18 attendees, who were selected from a pool 
of over 100 international applicants, hailed from across  
the United States and Canada, as well as the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Portugal, Nigeria, and the Philip-
pines. The workshop featured daily instructional  
sessions with guest lecturers, who discussed every- 
thing from the logistics of freelancing to climate 
journalism, scientific biographies, and the art of the 



25

interview. Participants also had the opportunity to 
engage in collaborative peer review, offering feedback 
on each other’s works-in-progress. 

The workshop proved highly impactful, even, in  
Wolchover’s words, “at a time of peril for the profession.” 
Their success is evidenced by the impressive array of 
publications in which the participants’ work has been 
featured, which were tracked in the months following 
the program. Attendees’ articles appeared in a range of 
prestigious outlets, spanning from renowned scientific 
journals to popular science magazines and international 
news platforms. This includes Nature, National 
Geographic, Scientific American, Science, Quanta 

Magazine, Live Science, and 
Chemistry World. The workshop’s 
impact extended globally, with articles 
from participants also featured in outlets 
such as GMA News in the Philippines.

The Commons’s design, which prioritizes collabo-
ration, perfectly complemented the workshop’s goals 
of fostering dialogue and improving science communi-
cation skills. Roberts stated that “it is heartening and 
motivating to write about science and all its societal 
intersections at a place that not only engages in 
rigorous scientific research, but also in subjects about 
the world at large, with curiosity and critical inquiry.  
In a sense, the journalistic process is analogous to the 
scholarly process: we observe and hypothesize and  
investigate, report on our findings, and then open it all 
up for discussion, at once embracing the uncertainties 
and trying to make sense of it all in finding a path forward.”

Funding for tuition, accommodation, and travel 
was generously provided by the Simons Foundation, 
the Institute for Advanced Study, and the Rita Allen 
Foundation. 

“It is heartening and motivating to 
write about science and all its societal 
intersections at a place that not only 
engages in rigorous scientific research, 
but also in subjects about the world at 
large, with curiosity and critical inquiry.” 
— Siobhan Roberts
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When the Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930, it was a 
joining of forces—between educator Abraham Flexner and sibling philan-
thropists Louis Bamberger and Caroline Bamberger Fuld—that saw the 
creation of a community dedicated to the unrestricted pursuit of discovery. 
Today, nearly 100 years later, it is the coming together of a vibrant and 
diverse intellectual community that continues to support the emergence of 
new knowledge across the sciences and humanities.

This community includes our Institute Faculty, all pre-eminent leaders 
in their fields, who dedicate themselves not only to the broadening and 
deepening of our understanding of the world but also to the mentorship of 
junior Members. These visiting scholars of all career stages join forces with 
the Faculty to push the boundaries of their own disciplines and, through 

sharing insights and knowledge across the four Schools, contribute to un-
expected, interdisciplinary breakthroughs. The Institute’s staff are another 
key component of this community. Their daily efforts provide the Faculty 
and Members with the freedom to pursue their emerging ideas. Also of par-
amount importance are the Institute’s philanthropic supporters. As ardent 
believers in the mission of foundational discovery, donors stretching from 
the Bambergers to today have laid a philanthropic foundation that allows 
the Institute to operate independently, fostering an environment conducive 
to producing groundbreaking research driven by curiosity.

In May 2024, the Institute mourned the loss of an important member of 
its community of discovery. James Simons, Member (1972) in the School of 
Mathematics, made multifaceted contributions to IAS as both a scholar and, 

Community of Discovery
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along with his wife Marilyn, as a philanthropist. Simons served as an IAS 
Trustee from 2001–18, and as Vice Chair from 2010–18, during which time 
he played a crucial role in guiding the Institute's financial strategies; ad-
vanced the Institute's mission through the provision of Simons Foundation 
funding; and bolstered interdisciplinary research through the establishment 
of the Simons Center for Systems Biology. Simons’s contributions were truly 
transformative, impacting every scholar at the Institute.

But the year was not without celebration. In August 2024, the estab-
lishment of the Jonathan M. Nelson Center for Collaborative Research was 
announced, an initiative made possible by Trustee Jonathan M. Nelson, 
Founder and Chairman of Providence Equity Partners LLC and Co-Founder 
and Executive Chairman of Dynasty Equity. The Nelson Center will support 

new and existing Faculty-led initiatives to expand the Institute’s capacity 
for discovery across fields, facilitating the deep understanding of profound 
questions, which collaborative, cross-disciplinary research is best posi-
tioned to address.

The Nelson Center is not the only planned addition to the Institute 
campus: a restoration and expansion of the Historical Studies - Social 
Science Library was announced in May 2024, for which the Institute 
expresses its immense gratitude to Trustee Mark Heising. Heising’s gift will 
allow the Institute to create the spaces our scholars need to do their work, 
whether they are engaged in solo scholarship in their offices or exchanging 
ideas with collaborators. Heising dubbed the project “an investment in the 
unique community of discovery that the Institute cultivates.” 

PROFILES IN DISCOVERY
The Institute’s vibrant community, devoted to excellence in scholarship, 
is celebrated in a new video series launched in fall 2024: Institute 
Instances.

The initial episodes feature a past Artist-in-Residence who discusses 
his musical collaborations with an IAS mathematician, a historian who 
was inspired by Albert Einstein’s cosmic perspective when thinking 
about transregional histories, a social scientist who unpicks models 
of how the world works, and a librarian who dives into the storied 
history of the Institute’s Mathematics-Natural Sciences library.

Institute Instances
Scan to watch the series 
and preview upcoming 
episodes.

Derek Bermel

Emma Moore

Marc Aidinoff

Pravesh Kothari

Caitlin Rizzo

Sarah Davis-Secord

Digvijay Wadekar

María Bárbara Zepeda Cortés
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The following pages acknowledge the many 
members of the Institute’s community of 
discovery who have nourished the capacity for 
foundational research over the past academic 
year. We are extremely grateful to the Trustees, 
Faculty, Friends of the Institute, Members and 
Visitors, Staff, organizations, and members of the 
community listed for their visionary commitment 
and contributions. 

In fiscal year 2023–24 (ending June 30, 
2024), gifts and pledges to the Institute 
totaled more than $65 million. 

M A J O R  D O N O R S
Anonymous (3)
Georg Albers-Schönberg
Michael and Victoria Bershadsky 
Centro de Estudios Europa Hispánica
Ashvin B. Chhabra and Daniela Bonafede- 
 Chhabra
Neil Chriss and Natasha Herron Chriss
European Research Council
Roger W. Ferguson, Jr. and Annette L. Nazareth
Fernholz Foundation
Ford Foundation
Fritz Thyssen Stiftung
The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
Robert Louis Griess, Jr.
Mark Heising and Elizabeth D. Simons
Heising-Simons Foundation
Dr. John P. Hempel†
Gerda Henkel Stiftung
Barry and Connie Hershey/ 
 Hershey Family Foundation
Fred and Abby Hu
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Saj-nicole A. Joni
The Kavli Foundation
Antoni A. Kosinski
Tomislav and Vesna Kundic
Gerard B. Lambert Foundation
Alfred Landecker Foundation
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and 
 Joseph Neubauer
Nancy and Duncan MacMillan
Michael and Ling Markovitz
David and Lori Marquardt
Minerva Research Foundation
The Ambrose Monell Foundation

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 

Daniela Gabor 
Roger W. Ferguson, Jr. and Annette L. 
Nazareth Member (2023–24), School of 
Social Science 

My time  
at IAS was 
transfor-
mative. 
The com- 
bination 
of a 

supportive environment, 
access to world-class 
scholars, and ample time 
for reflection and research 
contributed immensely 
to my personal and 
professional growth. I left 
with a renewed sense of 
purpose and several new 
projects in the pipeline. It 
was truly an unforgettable 
chapter in my academic 
journey, and I hope to 
return in the future to con-
tinue the friendships and 
work that began there.”

“

We strive for excellence and accuracy in 
recognizing all who have supported IAS.  
Please contact IASGiving@ias.edu to  
request any necessary updates to how your 
name is acknowledged in future publications. 
Thank you.
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The National Academies
National Academy of Sciences
National Endowment for the Humanities
National Science Foundation
Jonathan and Maya Nelson
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Omidyar Network LLC
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften
John A. Overdeck
Nancy B. Peretsman and Robert W. Scully
Sandra E. Peterson
Estate of Elena Petronio†
Anoop and Sangeeta Prasad 
Rita Allen Foundation
Colin J. Rust and Jeannie Tseng
Simons Foundation
James H.† and Marilyn H. Simons
Charles and Lisa Simonyi
Space Telescope Science Institute
Michael Speiser
United States Department of Energy
University of Toronto
Wendell P. and Kim Weeks
 
D O N O R S
Anonymous† (2)
Anonymous (38)
Anonymous Corporation*
Dr. William Abikoff
Israel Tzvi Abusch
Stephen L. Adler and Sarah Brett-Smith
Alan Adolphson
Mohammad Al-Asad
James S. Amelang
Susan Ames
Robert Antony and Lanshin Chang

Celia Applegate and David Blackbourn 
James Arthur
Association for Women in Mathematics
Dr. Bulent Atalay and Mrs. Carol Jean Atalay
Giles Auchmuty
Ken Baron
Steve Batterson
Greg Bayer
Brigitte Miriam Bedos-Rezak 
Cristina Beltrán
Regina F. Bendix 
Bruce Berndt
Henry and Leigh Bienen
Victoria and Hank Bjorklund
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Black
James J. Bono
Michael D. Bordo
Marcia E. Bossart
Dr. Constance Brittain Bouchard
Professor Hartwin Brandt
Ward Briggs
Susan J. Brison
Christer Bruun
John and Virginia Bryant
Robert L. Bryant and Réymundo A. Garcia
Daniela L. Caglioti
Claude Calame
Alejandro Cañeque Garcia
Prof. Sir David Cannadine
James Cantrell
Vicki Caron
Vincent Carretta
Alexander Casey
Jessica Cattelino 
Thomas E. Cecil
Gilbert Chaitin

Chan Zuckerberg*
Sagun Chanillo
Hoi Fung Chau
Celia Chazelle
Roger Chickering
Donna Ching and Jonathan Foster 
Profs. R. Sekhar Chivukula and 
 Elizabeth H. Simmons
Anne L. Clark
Dr. Suzannah Clark
Forrest D. Colburn
Kathleen Coleman
Dr. Fabrizio Conti
John P. D'Angelo
Professor David and Kira Dault
Joseph and Monica Davis
John W. Dawson, Jr.
John M. de Figueiredo 
Harold G. Diamond
Paul DiMaggio
Professor Michael Dine
Walter Dittrich
Simon K. Donaldson
Ava and Arthur Doppelt
Michael R. Douglas
H.A. Drake
Professor Mary L. Dudziak
Paul and Dottie Foundation of DuPage Foundation
Loyal Durand 
Patrick Eberlein
The Edward T. Cone Foundation
Robert Edwards
Lawrence Ein
Dyan Elliott
Glenn Ellison and Sara Fisher Ellison
Arthur and Janet Eschenlauer
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Evangelos Pistiolis Stiftung
Harold and Catherine Falk
Mehrdad Fallahzadeh
Thomas Figueira and Sarah George Figueira
Lucia and Carter Findley
Carole Fink
Francesc Fité Naya
Gerald B. Folland
Bruce W. Frier 
David and Donna Gabai
Kim P. Gallagher
Alison Games
Mort and Debbi Gasner
Elizabeth and Aristides Georgantas
Robert P. Geraci
Marian Gidea
Michael Gifford
Fred J. Gilman
George Glauberman 
Carol Gluck
Peter B. Golden
William Goldman
Daniel and Ryoko Goldston
Yury Goncharov
Bryna Goodman
Roe Goodman
Sue Goodman 
Google, Inc.*
Anupam Goyal
Bruce Grant 
Edward Greaney
Philip Green
Mikhail Grinberg
Edward J. Groth III 
Erich Gruen
Mauro Guillen

Daniel D. Gutierrez
Diane and Metin Guvenis
Paul Halliday
Michele Hannoosh and Richard Janko
Joel Hass and Abby Thompson
Robert Hatfield
Jane Hathaway
Zeyu He
Dr. Guy Hedreen
Douglas Heggie
James and Lynn Heitsch
Stephen Hellmuth 
Tamar Herzog
Keith and Carolyn Hilles-Pilant
J. Robert Hillier
Alex Himonas Alexandrou
Gil Holder
Allan Horwich

Robert C. Howell 
Pamela R. Hughes 
Hermann Hunger
Susan L. Huntington
John Imbrie
Gary Irvine
Ron and Gail Irving 
Yoshihiro Ishikawa
Juhi Jang Ishikawa 
Hervé Jacquet
The Jewish Center
Johnson & Johnson*
Seva Joukhovitski
Martin L. Karel
Milan Karol
Goro C. Kato
Mary and Peter Katzenstein
Ranon Katzoff

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 

My year at the Institute stands out in 
my memory, forty years later. It was 
a valued time in a place devoted to 
pure research and investigation for 
its own sake, two things that have 
meant a great deal to me profes-

sionally and personally. The Institute was a shining 
star then, and it remains one now.”

Robert C. Howell 
Member (1982–83) and Visitor (2006), School of Historical Studies

“
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Dennis Kehoe
Julius Kirshner
Linda A. Koch
Misha Kogan
Kenneth Kovar
Robert Krasny
Sam and Casey Lambert
William E. Lang
Paul Langacker
Abby and Menachem Lazar
James Lepowsky
Marsha Levin-Rojer
David K. and Penny Li
Y. Charles Li
Michael Licitra
Pamela O. Long
Brandon C. Look
Brian B. Loretz
George J. Losoncy
Michèle Lowrie
Stephen Lubow
The Henry Luce Foundation*
Michael Maas
Peter J. MacDonald B.A., B.Ed., M.A.
Andrew MacFadyen
Indur Mandhyan
Jeffrey E. Mandula†
François Maniquet
Albert Marden
Prof. Eve Marder
Ruth and Andrew Markoe
Jack Mccaski
John McCaslie
Clint McCrory
Russell and Evelyn McMillan
Estate of George F. Meierhofer†

Jackie Meisel
Rajan Menon
Carl Merril
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program*
Joel Samuel Migdal
Joseph Minahan
Mizuho Securities USA*
James Muldoon
Professor Fred Myers
Nathan P. Myhrvold and Rosemarie Havranek
Catharine Newbury
William I. Newman, Ph.D.
Y. Jack Ng
Linda and Thomas Noble
Rick Norwood
Meaghan Crawford O'Gara
Andrew P. Ogg
Yong-Geun Oh
Scott and Laurie Oki
Peter Orlik
Sherry B. Ortner
Tari Pantaleo
James Pascaleff
Jogesh Pati
Marcus Payk
Charles Payne
Leon and Nancy Petelle
James and Elaine Peters
Carl Forbes Petry
Dong Pham
Krzysztof Pilch
PMV Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
John Polking 
Randall A. Poole
Jeremy D. Popkin
Gerald J. Porter

Martin J. Powers
William L. Pressly
Jonathan J. Price
Doraiswamy Ramachandran
Dr. Richard Randell and Linda Randell
Jerome Ravetz
Peter Redfield 
Theodore Reff
Matthias L. Richter
James B. Rives and John L. Johnston
Christoph Rode
Jonathan L. Rosner
James Rovnyak
Joshua Sabloff
Stuart A. Samuel
Charles Sanft
Patrick Sänger
Chester Schneider
John Schrecker
Margery and Gerald Schwarz
Sherwin Seligsohn
William H. Sewell, Jr.
Freydoon Shahidi
Fareed Shaikh
Alan E. Shapiro
Harold T. Shapiro
Andy Sieg
Allan J. Silberger
Amy Singer
Michael F. Singer
Neal Jay Snyderman
Robert H. Socolow
Gabriela Soto Laveaga
Amy Spears
Eugene R. Speer
Thomas and Bridget Spencer
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Dave Spiegel
George Sterman and Elise Frank
Ronald and Sharon Stern
John O. Stewart
Bruce Stillman
Jenny and Neil Stratford
Dr. Sharon Strocchia
R. Richard Summerhill, Ph.D.
Xiaodong Sun
John Sutton
Peter Svrcek
Kenneth Swope
Richard J. Talbert
Alexandra Tatnall
Laurence R. Taylor 
The Teagle Foundation*
Chuu-Lian Terng and Richard S. Palais
William G. Thalmann
Shideh Theunissen
Marion Thomas
Shirley Tilghman
Ward Titus and Dr. Elena Taratuta
Dr. Elizabeth A. Tolman and Venkata S. Mandala
Scott and Marilyn Tremaine
Martin M. Tweedale
Karen Uhlenbeck and Robert Williams
UK Online Giving Foundation
Ewine F. van Dishoeck 
Frans van Liere and Katherine van Liere
Vignan Velivela
Karen Vogtmann and John Smillie 
Kim Vu
Samuel S. Wagstaff, Jr. 
Jonathan and Deborah Wahl 
Thomas Wallnig 
Casey Waltz

Charles Weibel
David Weinberg and Lisa Florman
Marit Werenskiold
Jennifer Widner
Thomas Wilson
W. Stephen Wilson
Andrew J. Woldar
Kenneth B. Wolf 
Brian F. Wruble and Kathleen W. Bratton 
Don Wyatt
Ray Yang
York-Peng E. Yao and Cynthia C. Yao
Peter and Angela Yianilos
Pauline Yu 
Paul Zanker
Froma I. Zeitlin

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  I N S T I T U T E 
F O R  A D VA N C E D  S T U DY

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE
Frank and Carol Accetta
Georg Albers-Schönberg
Edward and Kiyomi Baird 
Mark Baumgartner
Ashvin B. Chhabra and Daniela Bonafede- 
 Chhabra
Stephen F. DeAngelis, Beverly Brossoie,  
 and Mia Brossoie
Carl and Toby Feinberg
Yung and Peggy Lim
Deborah R. Lunder and Alan Ezekowitz
James and Stacy Sarvis

CHAIR’S CIRCLE
Ashley and George Aitken-Davies
Melanie and John Clarke
Donna Collins
Rysia de Ravel
Jane M. James
Landon and Sarah Jones

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 

Georg Albers-Schönberg
The Institute is grateful for the 
longstanding generosity of Georg and 
his late wife, Joyce. IAS celebrates 
the completion of Georg’s pledge to 
endow the Albers-Schönberg Pro-
fessorship in the History of Science, 
held by Myles Jackson in the School 
of Historical Studies. This year, Georg 
also gifted the Historical Studies - 
Social Science Library with a rare first 
edition of the Insecten-Belustigung, 
one of the outstanding entomological 
works of the eighteenth century. 
These extraordinary volumes greatly 
enhance our rare book collection, 
housed in the Rosenwald Room at IAS.
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Russell and Helene Kulsrud
Jonah and Amy Lansky
Michael and Francesca Liechenstein
Catherine and David Loevner
Jane and Robert MacLennan
Tamara and Kevin MacMillan
Nancy and Duncan MacMillan
Charles W. McCutchen† / The McCutchen Foundation
David Nirenberg and Sofia Torallas Tovar 
Anoop and Sangeeta Prasad 
Mark and Judy Sarvary

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Schaeder-Batterman Family Fund of the   
 Princeton Area Community Foundation
C. David Goldman and Debbie Bisno Goldman
Joseph Blasi and Nancy Bonus
Josh Bowerman and Jennifer Shimp-Bowerman
The Lilly and Zdenek Capek Charitable Foundation
Jennifer Chayes and Christian Borgs
Jixin Dai and Irene Yi Liu
Audrey and David Egger Charitable Fund 
 at the Jewish Community Foundation 
 of Greater Mercer
Robert and Luisa Fernholz
Martin and Jane Fransson
Kevin Gao
Debora Russo Haines, Esq. and John R. Haines
Mark Hall and Natalia Priale
John K. Kim and Ashley Lyu 
Lighte Grant Family Fund of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation
Yvonne Marcuse
Robert and Ann McKeehan
John H. Rassweiler
Brenda Shapiro

AMBASSADOR’S CIRCLE
Alsup Family Fund at the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation
Stephen Anderson and Clara F. Richardson
Len and Laura Berlik
Etsuko and Dan Chamby
Camille and Tim Dybvig
Lindsey and Stephen Forden
Lee Hagen and Mimi Mead Hagen

Carolyn and John Healey
Christie and Fred Henry
H. James and Carol P. Herring
David R. and Kristina H. Hill
Katherine Nouri Hughes and Johanna Hunsbedt
Gary Johnson and Anne Gutmann
Alisan and Kevin Kavookjian
John J. Kerr, Jr. and Nora Wren Kerr 
Ann and Kurt Kovalick
Yuki Moore Laurenti and Jeffrey Laurenti
Jingyi Li 
Doris Ma and Ming Liu
William and Geniva Martin
Scott McGoldrick and Linda Noel
Julie and Mark McLaughlin
Andrew and Lillian Meyers
Philip B. Papier, Jr. and Norma K. Papier
Ashutosh and Raminder Pathak
Johan and Lydia Pfeiffer
Deborah and Alan Poritz
Janine Purcaro
Gillian and Scott Reeder
Ann Reichelderfer and Douglas H. Blair
Matthew Roden and Jessica Vieira
Elisa and Richard Rosen
Schiro Family Foundation
JP Schnapper-Casteras and Tamara Klajn
Steve and Jean Snyder
Sundaresa and Inge Srinivasan
John and Louise Steffens
Marissa and Jesse Treu
Louise and John Wellemeyer
Laura and Roscoe White
Craig and Susu Wilson
Robert Wuertz and Yoojin Grace Wuertz
Jerome Zeldis and Sharon Stamm

Jixin Dai and Irene Yi Liu

There is only one IAS in 
the world—a haven for 
mathematicians, physi-
cists, and scholars. We 
are proud to support the 
Institute in its mission to 
foster creativity, encourage 
deep thinking, and drive 
intellectual discovery for 
human society.”

“
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FRIENDS
Wassim Abida and Carolyn Yerkes
Alexander and Helen Ackley
Michael and Marta Aizenman
Bridget and Todd Alsdorf
Dr. Jeffrey T. Apter
Lorraine and David Atkin
Zlatko and Vesna Bacic
Sandy Bai and Xiaojian Chen
Leigh and John Bartlett
Eric and Chaitra Baum
Robert A. and Susan M. Beckman
Lucas and Lauren Bento
Torsten Bernewitz and Katrin M. Weber-Bernewitz
Toni Besselaar
Helena and Peter Bienstock
Elisabeth A. Bish
Carolyn Blanckmeister
Dennis Block
Susan and Stephen Boughn
Mark and Sarah Branon
Colin and Marina Britton
Judith K. Brodsky
Ger and Mary Brophy
Sandra Brown
James and Pernilla Burke
Tom and Barbara Byrne
Dr. and Mrs. Paul H. Chew
Anthony Chiurco and Kimberly J. Chiurco
Mark Coleman and Jessica Pieters
Stanley and Regine Corngold
Vicky and Brad Corrodi
John and Katherine Crepezzi
Dr. Jan and Elly de Boer
Donna and Donald Deieso
Justin and Sara Doran

Mary Dougherty and Erik Neumann
Peter Dougherty and Elizabeth Hock
Diane and Gregory Eshleman
Barbara and Gerald Essig
Deborah and Charles Foster
Elizabeth and Aristides Georgantas
Ann Damsgaard and Lee Gladden
Colleen Goggins
Fred and Selma Goldstein
Milton and Patricia Grannatt
Gray Family Fund at the Princeton Area  
 Community Foundation
Joseph Guarnaccia
Joan and Jack Hall
Peter Ham
Jorgen and Susan Hansen
Scott and Kelly Harrison
Archer and Tom Harvey
Jamie and Kathy Herring
Mary Calabro and William Hery
Cynthia H. Hillas
Nancy Hingston
Anne and Hervé Hoppenot
Gregory and Lisa Hopper
Sue Howard
Rosanna Webster Jaffin 
Bob and Lynn Johnston
Alexander Jones and Catherine Haines
Seth Joseffer and Patricia Kim
Joshua T. Katz and Solveig Gold
Dr. Frank Könings and Dr. Vera Könings-
 Van de Velde
Ugur and Ayse Koyluoglu
Christopher Kuenne and Treby Williams
William Bruce Leslie
Harry and Ellen Levine

Michael Lewis
Annie and Frank Li
Denis and Howard Lieberman 
Donald and Nancy Light 
Stephen Lin and Carol Anderson 
Jeffrey Lipkowitz
David A. Long and Alice St. Claire-Long
Prof. James H. Marrow and Dr. Emily Rose
Michael and Cecilia Mathews
Susan G. Anable and Jack McCarthy, III
John L. McGoldrick
Pat and Bill McKinley
Valerie and Jim McKinney
George and Charlotte McLaughlin
Bradley and Robyn Mitchell
Dean and Jill Mitchell
Jennifer and Manish Monga
Suzanne Newman
Isabel and Ricardo Nirenberg
Dr. Ferris Olin 
Shilpa Pai and Anish Sheth
Elizabeth and Josh Pepek
Marion and Robert Pollack Family Fund
 at the Jewish Community Foundation 
 of Greater Mercer
Arnold Rabson and Barbara Barnett
Charlie Rippin
Ted and Jane Boyer
Paul Rorem and Kate Skrebutenas
David and Christina Rowntree
Marcel and Michalina Rozencweig
William and Joan Rue
Deborah Safron
Carolyn and George Sanderson 
Frutuoso Santana and Alexandra Day 
Mr. Henry Saveth and Ms. Deborah Swayne

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 
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Debbie Schaeffer
Gregg and Svia Schoenberg
Yi Shen
Dr. Mitchell Simon and Mrs. Marisa Simon
Yamile Slebi and Omar H. Téllez
David E. Smith
Caren Sturges
Jeff and Regan Tuder
Gail M. Ullman
Drs. Welmoet and Daniel P. Van Kammen
Erik H. Vanmarcke and Marilyn R. Durkee 
Robert and Stephanie Wedeking
Theodora and Fong Wei
Virginia and Jonathan Weiner
Sharon and Russ White
Ralph and Joan Widner
Ludmilla G. Popova-Wightman
Susan and Larry Wiley
Rosalie Siegel Wolarsky 
Amber Wu
Robert and Kathleen Zatta

GIFT-IN-KIND DONORS
Stephen L. Adler
Georg Albers-Schönberg
Lorenzo Alunni
Hassan Ansari
Hermann Beck
Yitzhak Benbaji
Karen Blu
Dominique Borel and Anne Borel
Angelos Chaniotis
Melanie and John Clarke
Jixin Dai
De Gruyter
Abigail Deser

Martino Diez
Eva-Maria Engelen
Matthias Friedrich
Roland M. Frye, Jr.
Bryna Goodman
Rudolf Haensch
Oman Hamdan
Kaja Harter-Uibopuu
Aaron Hershkowitz
Mark P. Huggins
Jonathan Israel
Istituto Veneto
David Kennedy
Michael Koortbojian
Clara Latham
Yuki Moore Laurenti and Jeffrey Laurenti
Marilyn Lavin
Peter R. Lighte and Julian Grant
Maria Loh
Pascal Marichalar
Agustin Monteverde
Eric Palazzo
Michael Peachin
Prof. Orest Ranum
Alberto Rigolio
Felipe Rojas
Sabine Schmidtke
Bill Seaman
Daniel Statman
Jeremy and Karen Stein
Francesca Trivellato
Jeffrey Ulrich
Michael Walzer

TRIBUTES/GIFTS
In Memory of

JOHN BAHCALL
Paul A. Hanle
Plamen Krastev

DR. VALDIR DE FARAIS BENTO
Lucas and Lauren Bento

HANS BETHE
Malcolm Skolnick, Ph.D., J.D.

ARMAND BOREL
Anonymous

CATRIONA ALEXIS BUCHDAHL
Nicholas Buchdahl

HARISH-CHANDRA
Anonymous
Roger E. Howe

MARSHALL CLAGETT
Michael McVaugh

GILES CONSTABLE
Robert C. Figueira
Katherine L. Jansen
Dale Kinney

CLAIRE DICKEY
Laurence Dickey

J. H. ELLIOTT
Sara T. Nalle
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CLIFFORD GEERTZ
Anonymous
Karin Knorr Cetina
Dale and Christine Eickelman
Gordon Schochet

FELIX GILBERT
Estate of George Labalme, Jr.†
John E. Talbott

CHRISTIAN HABICHT
Glenn R. Bugh
Margaret M. Miles
F. E. Romer
Stephen Tracy and June Allison

WILLIAM S. HECKSCHER
Petra Chu

ROBERT S. HILLAS
Stephen Anderson and Clara F. Richardson
Debora Russo Haines, Esq. and John R. Haines
Cynthia H. Hillas
Rob and Camden Hillas
Roland A. Hillas III
Timothy Hillas
Catherine and David Loevner
Thomas Luccock
Deborah R. Lunder and Alan Ezekowitz
Monica McGowan
Wendy H. Miller and Roland A. Hillas
Dee Patberg

ALBERT HIRSCHMAN
Gordon Schochet

JOHN C. HOLMES
Diane Hughes

MICHEL V. HUGLO
Barbara Haggh-Huglo

WILLIAM LAMPE
Susan Lampe

IRVING LAVIN
Sarah McPhee

BOB LOUGHLIN
Lor and Mike Gehret

AMMALU AND KUJAN MENON
Rajan Menon

PROF. DEANE MONTGOMERY
Anonymous

PHILIP MORRISON
Malcolm Skolnick, Ph.D., J.D.

J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER
Qiyao Wang

PETER PARET
John Whiteclay Chambers II

DR. ARNOLD PERLMUTTER
Lawrence Bryan

THEODORE K. RABB
Tamar M. Rabb
Irving Reiner
Charles W. Curtis

DAVIS P. RICHARDSON
Stephen Anderson and Clara F. Richardson

ABRAHAM ROBINSON
Volker Weispfenning

HERB ROTH
Mark Dittmer

PATRICIA LYNN SATO
Timothy Raser

ANNETTE MERLE-SMITH
Mr. and Mrs. David Gilman Romano

MORTON WHITE
Rex Martin
Robert C. Sleigh, Jr.

POLLY ANN WITTEN
Professor Mark L. Witten

In Honor of

BALRAM SINGH ATWAL
Mickey Atwal

DANIEL BACHRACH
Julius Eulberg

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 
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GLEN BOWERSOCK
Annemarie and Gerald Carr
Caroline Walker Bynum
Carmela Vircillo Franklin

ROBBERT DIJKGRAAF
Anonymous

ELIZABETH AND J. RICHARDSON DILWORTH
Marta Hanson

CHARLES EDSON
H.A. Drake

DR. RAMESH A. GANGOLLI
Robert S. Doran

DR. RICHARD GARWIN
Walter Montgomery

PATRICK GEARY
Columba Stewart

MURRAY GERSTENHABER
Melvyn B. Nathanson

JULIAN GRANT AND PETER R. LIGHTE
Christine Danser

HELMUT HOFER
Rob Kusner and Denise Kim

PAMELA HUGHES
Schaeder-Batterman Family Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community Foundation

MARK KAC
Michael and Marta Aizenman
Yuki Moore Laurenti
Schaeder-Batterman Family Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community Foundation

IRVING AND MARILYN LAVIN
Diane Cole Ahl and Kenneth E. Ahl

DOLORES MEYERHOFF
Robert and Novelle Meyerhoff

BETTY AND GORDON MOORE
Alexandre Sogicami

DAVID NIRENBERG
Teofilo Ruiz
Brenda Shapiro

PETER SARNAK
Rob Kusner and Denise Kim

THOMAS C. SPENCER
Anonymous

HEINRICH VON STADEN
Angela N. H. Creager

AVI WIGDERSON
John Peebles

LEGACY SOCIETY
The Legacy Society was established in 1995 to 
honor those who have made a planned gift to the 
Institute for Advanced Study or have informed 
the Institute of a bequest intention, IRA roll-over, 
or other provision in their estate plans. Legacy 
Society members include Trustees, Faculty and 
Faculty Emeriti, Friends, Members and Visitors, 
Staff, and other private donors. These gifts have 
a long-lasting impact on the Institute’s programs 
and future generations of scholars.

Robert and Susan Beckman
Victoria and Hank Bjorklund
Richard B. Black
Enrico Bombieri
Catherine and Cornelius Borman
Claude Calame
John and Cheryl Dawson
Professor William Doyle, FBA
Masaaki Eguchi
Janet and Arthur Eschenlauer
Graham Farmelo
Carl and Toby Feinberg
Dr. Cloudy (Klaus-Dietrich) Fischer
Dr. Paul Forman
Lor and Mike Gehret
Peter and Helen Goddard
Dr. and Mrs. Milton H. Grannatt
Rachel D. Gray
Tina and Bill Greenberg
Phillip A. Griffiths
Robert M. Guralnick
Morton and Ilene Harris
Daphne Hawkes
James F. Hawkins
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AC K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

Susanna B. Hecht
Sigurdur Helgason†
Keith and Carolyn Hilles-Pilant
William A. Howard
Norman and Jerilyn Morgenstern Horing 
Susan L. Huntington
Charles L.† and Rosanna W. Jaffin
Landon and Sarah Jones
Saj-nicole A. Joni
Michael Keevak
David Kosower
George Labalme, Jr.†
Dr. Florian Langenscheidt
Robert and Charlotte Langlands
Walter H. Lippincott
Virginia Loughlin
Robert MacPherson and Mark Goresky
Gregory Maertz
Steve Mariotti
Valerie and Jim McKinney
Alexander P. Mourelatos
Elena† and Giorgio† Petronio
Susan E. Ramirez
John H. Rassweiler
Theodore Reff
Barbara Heard Roberts
Daniel H. Saracino
Tomasina Pia Schiro
Robert J. Sibner
N. J. Slabbert
James D. Stasheff
Chuu-Lian Terng and Richard S. Palais
Franklin K. Toker
Grazia Tonelli
Marilyn and Scott Tremaine
Karen Uhlenbeck and Robert Williams

Professor V.S. Varadarajan† and 
 Mrs. Veda Varadarajan
Professor C. Franciscus Verellen and
 Mrs. Isabelle M. Verellen
Brian F. Wruble
Martin J. Yudkovitz

† Deceased   * Matching Gift 

IAS gratefully recognizes the intentions of those who have 
provided for the Institute in their estate plans. Such philanthropy 
will have a lasting impact on this sanctuary for intellectual freedom 
and groundbreaking research. The Institute is particularly 
thankful to the late Elena and Giorgio Petronio, long-time Friends 
of the Institute, whose generosity continues through gifts they 

had arranged in their estate plans to benefit the Giorgio and Elena Petronio Fellowship 
Endowments. Elena was a dedicated ambassador of the Institute as a member of the 
Friends Executive Committee, Einstein Legacy Society, Chair’s Circle, and Centennial 
Council. Both Elena and Giorgio found countless, and often savvy, ways to strengthen IAS 
through their estate planning to benefit the Institute’s unrestricted endowment, the Albert 
O. Hirschman Chair in the School of Social Science, the Artist-in-Residence program, and 
Members in the School of Mathematics. Elena and Giorgio were a dynamic couple, who 
constantly sought new avenues to bolster diverse areas within the Institute, exuding 
energy and care for the entire IAS community. The Institute expresses deep appreciation 
in memory of Elena and Giorgio.

Elena Petronio†   Giorgio Petronio†
(1935–2023)   (1934–2004) 
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D I R E C T O R S ,  FAC U LT Y,  A N D  T R U S T E E S

Director and Leon Levy Professor
David Nirenberg

Past Directors (in order of service)
Abraham Flexner
Frank Aydelotte
J. Robert Oppenheimer
Carl Kaysen
Harry Woolf
Marvin L. Goldberger
Phillip A. Griffiths
Peter Goddard
Robbert Dijkgraaf

Faculty and Faculty Emeriti
School of Historical Studies 
Suzanne Conklin Akbari
Yve-Alain Bois
Glen W. Bowersock 
Caroline Walker Bynum
Angelos Chaniotis
Nicola Di Cosmo
Patrick J. Geary 
Jonathan Israel 
Myles W. Jackson
Maria H. Loh
Sabine Schmidtke
Francesca Trivellato
Heinrich von Staden

School of Mathematics 
Bhargav Bhatt
Enrico Bombieri
Camillo De Lellis
Pierre Deligne
Irit Dveer Dinur

Phillip Griffiths
Helmut Hofer
Robert P. Langlands
Elon Lindenstrauss
Jacob Lurie
Robert D. MacPherson
Aaron Naber
Peter Sarnak
Tom Spencer
Akshay Venkatesh
Avi Wigderson

School of Natural Sciences
Stephen L. Adler
Nima Arkani-Hamed
Peter Goddard
Peter Goldreich
Stanislas Leibler
Arnold J. Levine
Juan Maldacena
Nathan Seiberg
James Stone
Scott Tremaine
Michail Tsodyks
Edward Witten
Matias Zaldarriaga

School of Social Science
Wendy Brown 
Didier Fassin 
Alondra Nelson
Joan Wallach Scott
Michael Walzer

Legacy Programs
Piet Hut

Past Faculty
James W. Alexander
Andrew E.Z. Alföldi
Danielle S. Allen 
Michael Francis Atiyah
John Norris Bahcall
Arne K. Beurling
Armand Borel
Jean Bourgain
Luis Caffarelli
Harold Fredrik Cherniss
Marshall Clagett
Giles Constable
Patricia Crone
José Cutileiro
Roger Dashen
Freeman J. Dyson
Edward Mead Earle
Albert Einstein
John Huxtable Elliott
Clifford Geertz 
Felix Gilbert
James Frank Gilliam
Kurt Gödel
Hetty Goldman
Oleg Grabar
Christian Habicht
Harish-Chandra
Jonathan Haslam
Ernst Herzfeld
Albert O. Hirschman 
Lars Valter Hörmander
Ernst H. Kantorowicz
George Frost Kennan
Irving Lavin
Tsung-Dao Lee
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D I R E C T O R S ,  FAC U LT Y,  A N D  T R U S T E E S

Elias Avery Lowe
Avishai Margalit
Eric S. Maskin 
Jack Matlock
Millard Meiss
Benjamin Dean Meritt
John Willard Milnor
David Mitrany
Deane Montgomery
Marston Morse
J. Robert Oppenheimer
Abraham Pais
Erwin Panofsky
Peter Paret
Tullio Eugene Regge
Winfield W. Riefler
Dani Rodrik
Marshall Rosenbluth
Atle Selberg
Kenneth M. Setton
Carl Ludwig Siegel
Walter W. Stewart
Bengt G.D. Strömgren
Richard Taylor
Homer Armstrong Thompson
Kirk Varnedoe
Oswald Veblen
Vladimir Voevodsky
John von Neumann
Robert B. Warren
André Weil
Hermann Weyl
Morton White
Hassler Whitney
Frank Wilczek

Ernest Llewellyn Woodward
Chen-Ning Yang
Shing-Tung Yau

Board of Trustees
John A. Overdeck 
Chair of the Board

Nancy B. Peretsman
Vice Chair of the Board

Charles Simonyi
Chair Emeritus

Ann-Kristin Achleitner
Victoria B. Bjorklund
Neil A. Chriss
Christopher Cole
Mario Draghi
Mark Heising
Fred Hu
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer
Nancy S. MacMillan
Eve Marder
David F. Marquardt
Jonathan M. Nelson
David Nirenberg
John A. Overdeck
Nancy B. Peretsman
Sandra E. Peterson
Jörn Rausing
David M. Rubenstein
Charles Simonyi 
Mike Speiser
Gigliola Staffilani

Peter Svennilson
Shirley M. Tilghman
Pauline Yu

Trustees Emeriti
Richard B. Black
Roger W. Ferguson, Jr.
E. Robert Fernholz
Peter R. Kann
Spiro J. Latsis
Martin L. Leibowitz
David K.P. Li
Martin Rees
Eric E. Schmidt
Ronaldo H. Schmitz
Harold T. Shapiro
Michel L. Vaillaud
Shelby White
Marina v.N. Whitman
Brian F. Wruble



The Institute for Advanced Study 
is both a convener of great minds 
and a disseminator of knowledge. 
As an academic community primarily 
composed of visiting scholars, the 
ideas cultivated on campus are not 
restricted to a single place and time. 
The Members of IAS—from post-docs
to visiting professors—ensure an 
environment of constant renewal. 
Their paths, to and from IAS, represent 
links in a global network of discovery.
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